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Issue

* In the 1600’ through the 1800’ large families were common, many with
ten to fifteen children.

* Parents would often name their children after their parents or
grandparents, resulting in many cases of people born around the same
time with the same last name.

* These “cousins” are often confused with each other in family trees.

* Ancestry, MyHeritage, Geni, FamilySearch , Wikitree, and other on-line
genealogies contain a lot of erroneous data due to this situation.




An BExample — Jean Baptiste Bilodeau

* There are various dates reported for his date of birth in family trees
across the Internet. I want to determine the correct one from a reliable
source.

* [ know:
* He was born around 1808 in the Province of Quebec, Canada

* His parents were Ignance Bilodeau and Anatasie Lacasse




Available Records

* There were no government records of births in those days, but the

Catholic Church kept excellent records of baptisms, marriages and
burials.

* The good news:

* They are available from Ancestry, Family Search, and the Archives of Canada.
* They have been indexed.

* The bad news:

* They have not been transcribed or translated
* Priests often had poor handwriting
* I don’t speak (or read) French
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Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records nave: Jean Baptiste Bilodeau
I y T Drouin Collection), 1621-1968
et,s lee It a r ilﬁ_h I j_“ - BiRTH: 1808 - St-Gervais, Québec
(Quebec)
View Image
Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records name: Jean Baptiste Bilodeau
i Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 . )
Sea C h EIR_H I &CHRIS:ITE‘J i sirTH: 1808 - St-Gervais, Québec
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name _ mEiz
View Image
Jean Baptiste Bilodeau
Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records name: Jean Baptiste Bilodeau
Exact... Exact... (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 P ’
L RTH BARTISM & CHRISTEN eIrTH: 1808 - St-Nicolas, Québec
Place your ancestor might have lived Birth Year Jiews Imase (Quebec)
Canada 1808
. Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records nave J B Bilodeau
Exact to country Exact +/-... (Drouin Collection), 1621-1968 »
BIRTH, BAPTISM & CHRISTENING spouse: Angélique Baquet
sirTH: 1806 - St-Charles, Québec
m Show more options v View Image (Quebec)
marriAGE: 1833
S ~ Quebec, Canada, Vital and Church Records AME- i i
Simple search on Ancestry, narrowed Quebec, Canarda, Vital and Chu e Jean Baptiste Bilodeau
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* We have the right document! | -
- * The date is usually in the first line
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e * I believe he was born in 18083
~ * I find 1t easiest to look for the century first
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One Thousand five hundred
Fifteen Hundred

Mille cing cent
quinze cents

Nlle cing, cont
Wc@ﬂ{a

One Thousand six Hundred
Sixteen Hundred

Mille six cents
seize cents

@]C,EE@ aix cende

am?e, cenda

One Thousand seven hundred
Seventeen Hundred

One Thousand eight hundred
Eighteen Hundred

Mille sept cent
dix-sept cents

Mille huit cent
dix-huit cents

% Mj::,{ cend
&&M/PI cenfa

@]m ﬂufi,[ cend
dix-huiit conto

One Thousand nine hundred
Nineteen Hundred

Mille neuf cent
douze cents
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We are looking for Mille huit cent e
So the year 1s One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eight '.'»J&;
The month 1s February b "4
The day 1s twenty-six .

¢ So we have proven he was baptized February 26, 1808

3 Note that is his baptismal date, not necessarily his birth date. However, in that era Catholics
#  usually baptized their children on the day of birth or the day after. If this was not the case,
. the priest usually noted the age of the child in the record

) 3

» - .- -
e’ 3 , e e Y T
¢ . A - o v
e . 3 s
-

-3 ' . : . -
, = &

oo 3 ;.



Where?

e From the index we can see 1t was at

Saint-Gervais, Bellechasse, Québec,
Canada

ey lle d'Orléans " Berth

138
@ @ Saint-Vallier

o C

La Durantaye

o1

uébec Ci
Q ty @ Em Saint-F

ite

\INTE-FOY
Saint-Charles-de-Bellechasse

Saint-!ervais




They contain a wealth of information, and
hey are not that hard to understand

%
§




	Slide 1: French Canadian Catholic Church Records
	Slide 2: Issue
	Slide 3: An Example – Jean Baptiste Bilodeau
	Slide 4: Available Records
	Slide 5: They look like this!
	Slide 6: Let’s Give It  a Try
	Slide 7: First One
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Second One
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: A Cheat Sheet – Created in Word using Google Translate
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Where?
	Slide 15: Don’t be afraid of old  records in a foreign language.

